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April 5, 2011 
 

Dear Representative:  
 
On behalf of the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), the nation’s leading small business 
advocacy organization, I urge you to support H.R. 910, the Energy Tax Prevention Act, which would 
prevent the Environmental Protection Agency from regulating stationary sources of greenhouse gases 
under the Clean Air Act. A vote in favor of H.R. 910 will be scored as an NFIB Key Vote for the 112

th
 

Congress.  
 
NFIB believes that the Clean Air Act (CAA) is an inefficient and ineffective vehicle to address climate 
protection. The CAA was designed to control air pollution by requiring individual stationary pollutant 
sources to institute emission control technologies. GHGs, and CO2 in particular, are not like other 
pollutants regulated under the CAA. GHGs exist in the atmosphere at relatively uniform concentrations 
everywhere and cannot be controlled or eliminated by installing a pollution control device onto an 
emission source - the pollutant control method envisioned by the CAA.  
 
Moreover, using the CAA as a framework for GHGs would trigger an avalanche of regulatory 
requirements under at least four CAA programs: the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS), 
New Source Performance Standards (NSPS), Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD), and Title V. 
Each of these CAA programs has significant regulatory requirements that would burden hundreds of 
thousands of previously unregulated sources, including many small entities that are not major polluters 
and least able to handle or even understand new restrictions. The unfathomable costs and bureaucratic 
challenges associated with this unprecedented expansion make CAA regulation of GHGs impractical.  
 
According to NFIB’s February 2011 Small Business Economic Trends report, government regulation and 
red tape was the second most important problem faced by small business owners, ranking only behind 
poor sales. Coupled with the increase in costs resulting from the increased permitting and reporting 
requirements under these regulations, the EPA’s actions only make it more difficult for small business 
owners to create jobs, especially in an economy that is just beginning to turn around. 
 
NFIB strongly supports H.R. 910 and will consider it an NFIB Key Vote for the 112

th
 Congress. We 

look forward to working with you to protect small business as the 112
th
 Congress moves forward. 

 
 

Sincerely, 

  
               Susan Eckerly 
               Senior Vice President 
               Public Policy 
 
 
 


